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the flesh of the British Lion and make it start under the
smart of the insult ? To deceive a section of the French
people and win them over to his own hatred of Great
Britain ? To raise Mussolini in the public estimation,
Mussolini, whom he admires, on whom he vainly counted
to obtain less shameful armistice terms, and on whom he
still bases his future and that of France, since he was
gambling on a peace dictated by Hitler and the Duce ?
Is that the reason ? Perhaps, perhaps. But my own
theory is almost entirely of a psychological kind and has,
so far, no indisputable action to support it.
On the other hand, there is a man who bids fair to
become Chief Prosecutor, advocate-general in the anti-
British accusations and who, we are told, will rise to
confront his former Cabinet leader, the ex-Premier, M.
Daladier.
" // / had been listened to" he will say, " if the English
had followed me, the conference would have taken place,
peace would have been preserved, France would be intact
and now revelling in the delights of prosperity ! "
Yes.   We are talking of M. Georges Bonnet.
The position adopted by M. Georges Bonnet is, at first
sight, enough to baffle anyone, for are we not still under
the influence of the telephone conversation of 9 p.m. on
September 2nd ?   Then, as Minister of Foreign Affairs in
the Daladier Cabinet, he informed Count Ciano that:
" The French Government, like the British, is of opinion
that the conference cannot open under the shadow of
force and that, if the idea is to have a successful outcome,
it behoves the German armies to evacuate the territory
they have occupied in Poland."
Perhaps it will be said that, in his official capacity, he
was passing on a decision of the majority of the Govern-
ment, but was personally opposed to it ? Very well.
But then, at the Cabinet Meeting he would have thrown
his ministerial portfolio into the balance to weigh against
the decision of his colleagues. He would have said to